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    February is the month of love, so be sure to show your love for 

your favorite four -leggeds!   Thankfully, it takes very little to make 

our pets happy.  A scratch under the chin, some gentle petting, 

and a toss of the ball speak volumes.   But for those of you who 

want to make the month of love a special one for your pets, here 

are some suggestions:  

        Get Online, open goodsearch.com, register Animal Rescue 

Friends of Idyllwild as your chosen charity, then search for some 

yummy dog or cat treat recipes, and make a special snack for 

Fluffy or Fido.  Every search you initiate earns $$ for ARF!  

         

        Wash your petõs bed or favorite blanket.  We often forget that 

our four -leggeds like a clean place to sleep and snuggle.  

 

        February is National Pet Dentistry  month.  Make an appoint-

ment to get his/her teeth checked and cleaned.  Did you know 

that more than 80% of dogs over 3 years old have periodontal dis-

ease?  

 

        Respect your petõs intelligence by engaging her in some posi-

tive reinforcement training.  There are many excellent books that 
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will guide you ( Donõt Shoot the Dog by Karen 

Pryor is a great one), or hire a certified trainer 

to help.  

 

        Spend time with your pet!  Take an extra 

walk, throw the ball, or surprise her with a new 

toy.   Your attention is most likely the most val-

uab le g ift you c an g ive.   

 

         Leave a legacy by making a donation in 

his name to an animal rescue group or shel-

ter. Check around and find the organization 

that feels right to the two of you.  

 

        And most importantly, make sure your 

pet is safe at home , that s/he cannot wander 

off.  And as insurance, make sure your dog is 

micro -chipped and wearing a collar with an 

updated tag.  Being a responsible pet owner 

is a priceless gift.  

 

Sadie Says  

The Nose Knows!  

wǳũ ¢ƛƳŜǎ                 н 

tion may pass urine that has a very foul smell, sometimes 
described as sour or ñfishy.ò  A sudden change in the 
smell of your dogôs urine, smell or strength of smell, that 
doesnôt go away is a sign to get her to the vet for a 
workup.  Dr. Joh Berg, DVM notes, however, that the ab-
sence of an odor doesnôt mean thereôs not an infection.   
Other signs are more frequent urination or straining to 
urinate.    Note:  Prior to coming into heat, a female dogôs 
urine may become pungent. 
    Yeast infection:  A bacterial infection in a dogôs ear 
can be especially pungent, or even somewhat sweet if 
the bacteria are of a specific variety.   An infection in the 
ear will also be detectible by a brown, waxy discharge or 
a discharge that is in the form of a yellowish to green pus.  
Note:  Ear infections sometimes result from mite infesta-
tion.  The telltale sign is a glandular, dark brown material 
in the dogôs ear (think coffee grounds). 
    Parvovirus:  Okay, so a dogôs diarrhea never smells 
good (eww), but diarrhea from a dog with parvovirus con-
tains dead intestinal cells.  Dead tissue has a terrible 
odor.  Parvovirus is an extremely serious, life-threatening 
disease whose symptoms include lethargy, vomiting, and 
possible bloody, smelly diarrhea.   
    Oral tumors:  If a dog has a tumor in his mouth, it will 
be noticed by his guardian.  It is a sickening smell, hard 
to take in some cases.  It comes from the necrosis 
(death) of cells.  A change in your dogôs breath can also 
indicate a malignant tumor.  Dr. Berg says in this case, 
ñDonôt just chalk it up to doggie breath.  Take your dog to 
the doctor, particularly because oral tumors are often in 
the back of the mouth, where theyôre not really that no-
ticeable.ò 
    Severe periodontal disease:  If your dogôs breath is 
particularly strong and foul, especially if it is in conjunc-
tion with loose teeth and pus, he probably has advanced 
periodontal disease.  This means the gums surrounding 
his teeth have deteriorated to a significant degree.  Get 
him to the vet! 
    Remember, if your dog passes your ñsniff test,ò this 
doesnôt mean she doesnôt need regular veterinary visits!  
Regular visits to the vet can head off serious illnesses, 
pain, and costly medical procedures.   
Resource:  Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at 
Tufts University  

    Fortunately for people, dogs have been trained to ñsniff 
outò cancer in their human friends, and fortunately for 
dogs, their guardians can do the same for them!  People 
are able to ñsniff outò several illnesses in dogs. 
    Diabetes:  A dog or person with diabetes is unable to 
efficiently break down sugar to use as fuel for the body, 
which begins breaking down fat.  Ketone bodies are then 
produced and accumulate in the blood.  A dogôs body elim-
inates keytones through respiration, giving his breath a 
sweet odor which can be smelled by humans.   
    Kidney disease:  Dogs with kidney disease have a 
buildup of urea nitrogen in the blood.  A dog with high lev-
els of blood urea nitrogen, resulting from compromised 
kidneys, will emit a smell of ammonia on his breath.  Am-
monia, a breakdown product of urea, contains nitrogen. 
    Urinary tract infection:  A dog with a urinary tract infec-
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6. Be aware that however you treat me, Iôll nev-
er forget it. 

7. Remember before you hit me, I have teeth 
that could easily crush the bones of your 
hand, but I choose not to bite you. 

8. Before you scold me for being uncooperative, 
obstinate, or lazy, ask yourself if some-
thing might be bothering me.  Perhaps Iôm 
not getting the right food, or Iôve been out in 
the sun too long, or my heart is getting old 
and weak. 

9. Take care of me when I get old.  You, too, 
will grow old. 

10. Go with me on difficult journeys.  Never 
say, ñI canôt bear to watch,ò or ñLet it happen 
in my absence.ò  Everything is easier for me 
if you are there.  

10 Canine Commandments      
Editorôs note:  I wish I could take credit for this 
beautiful piece, but I cannot.  Unfortunately, I 
cannot give credit where it is due since I do not 
know who wrote this.  Regardless, I hope you 
enjoy it as much as I.  Here are the 10 Canine 
Commandments: 
1. My life is likely to last 10 to 15 years.  Any 
separation from you will be painful to me.  
Remember that before you bring me home. 

2. Give me time to understand what you want 
from me. 

3. Place your trust in me.  Itôs crucial to my 
well-being. 

4. Donôt be angry with me for long, and donôt 
lock me up as punishment.  You have your 
work, your entertainment, and your friends. I 
have only you. 

5. Talk to me sometimes.  Even if I donôt un-
derstand your words, I understand your voice 
when itôs speaking to me. 
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