
    Valentineôs Day reminds all of us of the love in our lives, both human 
and four-legged.  We at ARF feel as though we celebrate Valentineôs Day 
every day when we walk into the cattery at the ARF House, when we take 
a homeless dog into our fold, and when we assist Dr. Nastro at Sadieôs 
Clinic.  The dogs and cats we encounter on a daily basis openly share 
their love and appreciation for what we do.   What could be better than 
that? 
    The best part about sharing Valentineôs Day with our precious four-
legged family members is that they donôt need, nor do they expect flow-
ers, candy, or gifts.  The best way for we humans to express our love for 
our dogs and cats is by offering a safe and secure life.  A safe life for a 
dog is one with healthy meals, fresh water at all times, regular veterinary 
visits, a secure yard, family walks or hikes on a leash, play time, and 
some positive training.  
    Cats are just as easy to please on Valentineôs Day - no fancy gifts nec-
essary!   All they ask for are healthy meals, fresh water, a clean litter box, 
regular veterinary check-ups, play time, lap time, and a predator-free en-
vironment. 
    If you look at the above dog and cat wish lists, you might think they ap-
pear lengthy.  But if you really think about it, youôll realize that all our four-
leggeds are asking from us is what we humans expect for ourselves in 
our daily lives - food, housing, attention, and love.   Itôs just that most hu-
mans donôt consider these basic expectations to be gifts.   
    So on this Valentineôs Day, I encourage you to give your little Fifi or 
Fido a special gift of your time.  Take a walk, throw the ball, brush that 
beautiful coat, or settle in for a serious lap time.   It wonôt cost a penny, 
but it will be worth millions.   
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Baxterõs Buddies 
     Who are Baxterôs Buddies?  They are his fellow 
ARF adoptees and their stories.  Each month, Bax-
ter will share the story of an ARF rescue, adopted 
into a loving, forever family.  
     In late December, ARF received a call from a 
good Samaritan in Mountain Center who had 
picked up a beautiful Shih Tzu that was wandering 
the streets.  After posting signs and knocking on 
doors for a week, she realized this little boy had no 
home.  ARF placed him with a 
loving foster, who began to call 
him Edgar.  It was just a very 
short period of time before Erik 
and Melissa found him and be-
came his forever parents. 
How did you come to make this 
adoption? 
    We had to put down our previ-
ous dog a couple weeks before 
taking a trip to Idyllwild. We were 
not ready to adopt a new dog. 
Not yet. Just too soon. I repeat, 
we were not ready. But, you 
know, a little shopping around 
never hurt, right? Whatôs the risk? 
How did you know about ARF? 
    The woman who rents us her cabin when we 
come up suggested ARF. Just a pleasant stroll 
down the highway. 
Do you have any cute stories to tell? 

wǳũ ¢ƛƳŜǎ                 н 

    We suspect Wallace is a mountain dog. Heôs 
probably never seen the city. We stopped at a Trad-
er Joeôs when we got back into L.A. With every car 
horn, every crash of a cart, every shouting child, 
Wallace would turn and look and cock his ears with 
great concern. (He also decided to make clear his 
initial displeasure of city life by pooping on the floor 
of the pet store.) Now, happily, he seems to enjoy 
the city very much. He especially likes the culture. 

And the club scene. 
How has your ARF pet fit into 
your family? 
    Wallace likes to follow us 
around from room to room. When 
one of us leaves, he cries for a 
little while. We havenôt left him 
entirely alone yet. We donôt think 
heôll like this eventuality. He loves 
to go on walks with Mom, and 
wake up Dad in the morning with 
some admittedly melodious bark-
ing. 
I see you changed his name.  
Any particular reason? 

    We changed his name to Wallace, although he 
still has his ñLucyò collar on, as we wait for a new 
collar. Needless to say, being a boy and all, heôs a 
little embarrassed about the collar. Wallace is 
named after one of our favorite authors, the late Da-
vid Foster Wallace. We also like Wallace Stegner, 

Continued on page 5 
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   Adoptees of the Month  
    A Cast of Characters 
    The ARF cattery boasts a true cast of 
characters worthy of a soap opera.  So here 
we introduce the players in a new produc-
tion, The Days of Our Nine Lives: 
Chewy:  The young, male kitten who is the 
clown in the neighborhood.  He loves mak-
ing any and everyone laugh with his antics. 
Rey:  The young ing®nue, sister of Chewy, 
charms visitors with her precious, coy ways. 
Furball Bill:  The leading man who enjoys 
playing with the kittens.  He takes his time 
warming up to human visitors, rewarding 
those who are patient.  
Bobbie:  The femme fatale, of sorts.  She 
makes it clear that she loves humans and 
would prefer to NOT share them with any 
other cats. 
 

 

We invite you to stop by the ARF cattery 
on the weekends to meet our stars . 

Rey Chewy 

Bill  

Bobbie 


