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    The beauty of living on our mountain and enjoying the great outdoors, 
walking and hiking with our four-legged best friends also comes with a 
danger.  We share our living space with wildlife, and this includes the rat-
tlesnake. Its habitat can be a wood pile, large rocks, under a cool deck, 
on top of a warm deck, in the street, near a water or food source, such 
as mice, or on any trail.   Sadly, we have lost two Idyllwild canines to this 
dangerous reptile.  Tommy, 
the Bischon mix survived. 
    In memory of Kathy 
Keane’s dog Lucky, an in-
formative Facebook page 
has been created-Idyllwild 
Antivenom Group. It is dedi-
cated to ensure that prompt, 
local treatment is available 
for human and dog victims of 
neurotoxic venom bite of 
Southern Pacific Rattle-
snakes. 
    Mt. Laramie Vet Services is a mobile vet. Her name is Dr.Lindsay 
Crowley, and she is located in Anza. 951-444-1838. 
www.mtlaramievet.com. She carries antivenom. 
    Rattlesnake Aversion Training by Natural Solutions has continuous 
training classes. 760-464-6792. Their web site http://
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Sadie Says 

Snake Vaccines, Chipping, & Volunteers 
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socalrattlesnakeavoidancetraining.com/ lists 
their schedule. 
    Sadie’s Clinic at ARF administers the rattle-
snake vaccine. Call 659-1122, press option 2 for 
an appointment. 
    Do your homework. Call your vet now before 
the emergency, and become familiar with the 
protocol, and what anti-venom s/he carries.  
You can also reinforce your fence line, keep 
your area free of waste so as not to attract the 
mice, which attracts the snake (see article page 
3).  
    Be aware of your surroundings, especially 
when you are out for a walk or hike.  KEEP 
YOUR DOG ON A LEASH AT ALL TIMES.  At 
the very least, you’ll know he has been hit by a 
rattler, and you can take action immediately.   
 

      -Maria Lehman     

 

 

Director’s Message continued 

If your dog doesn’t do what 

you ask, it doesn’t under-

stand what you want. 
End the frustration!  Train your dog! 

Positive Reinforcement Training 
Janice Murasko, Trainer 

KPA CTP    APDT 

951-663-6642 

Mtpawly.com 

    Hi from Sadie's Clinic. Well, as most of you know, we 
have had a rash of rattlesnake sightings here on our 
mountain. We have given a tremendous amount of rattle-
snake vaccines over the past couple months. We are still 
giving the vaccine, so make your appointment and get 
your pet some possible added protection in the event of 
a rattle snake bite.  
    The vaccine is given in a series of two shots approxi-
mately one month apart and are followed by a yearly 
booster. Of course there are many other services that Dr. 
Michael Nastro provides to our pets here in Idyllwild. Clin-
ics are every other week during the summer and monthly 
during the winter. Heartworm meds can be purchased at 
the clinic. If your dog’s heartworm test is up-to-date, you 
may just walk in on clinic day and purchase more Iver-
heart. If your dog’s test is more than two years old, s/he 
will have to have a current test done by Dr. Michael in or-
der to keep purchasing your meds through the clinic.   
    Micro-chipping is done by appointment through ARF, 
not at Sadie’s Clinic.   Please call the ARF number 659-
1122, #1, and someone from ARF will return your call with 
information on time and days that micro-chipping is being 
done.  All appointments for Sadie's Clinic are to be made 
at the ARF number, on #2.  Sadies Clinic accepts only 
cash or checks at time of service. Sorry, no credit cards. 
    On another note, I would like to welcome our two new 
staff members at Sadie’s. Peg Gallo is helping out with the 
paperwork and much more, and Elaine Weiler is taking 
phone calls and making apointments on the day of clinic  
for the following clinic if needed. She will also cuddle your 
pets while you are busy taking care of paperwork/payment 

for services. Both of these ladies have been such a bless-
ing to us.  Thank you, ladies, so much for making time in 
your lives to volunteer for Sadie’s Clinic. There is a lot 
more than people realize to keeping the clinic running 
smoothly between clinic days, and it is all volunteer hours. 
We are paid with wagging tails, puppy kisses, purrrrrs, and 
wonderful pet owners.  So now our staff at Sadies consists 
of Claudine Ellis, Teri Hardy, Peg Gallo, Elaine Weiler, 
and of course Dr. Michael who makes the long drive 
up  from L.A. to take care of our Idyllwild pets.  Remember 
good pet care begins at home with good diet, exercise, 
training, and lots of love. 
  
Your pets health and well being are very important to us, 
  

Claudine, Teri, Peg, and Elaine  
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dog, to the ground.  
    There are several manufacturers of these roll-
ers, commonly known as coyote rollers.  I or-
dered mine and had no trouble installing them 

myself.  You can find them on the internet simply 
by searching “coyote rollers.” 

KEEPING DIGGERS IN, SNAKES OUT 
    My dogs have never attempted to dig under 
the fence, yet I have still made it “dig proof” to 
reduce the odds of rattlesnake invasion.  Alt-
hough this method will make it difficult for a 
snake to get in, it also makes it very difficult for 
mice or rats to get in as well.  What is it the rat-
tlesnakes want?  Mice and rats.  Keep them 
away, and odds are better that the snakes will 
look elsewhere.  At the same time, you’ll make it 
nearly impossible for your dog to dig out. 
   All you’ll need is hardware cloth and hog rings 
for attaching the cloth to your fence.  The hard-
ware cloth comes 3-feet wide.  (1) Attach 1.5 feet 
onto the bottom of your fence, and (2) lay out the 
other 1.5 feet onto the ground, which has been 
dug down approximately 3-4 inches.  Bury the 
cloth with dirt and rocks.  (See photo on page 7)  
You might also want to make it more permanent 
by putting down a layer of concrete.  When your 
dog begins to dig, she will run into the hardware 

Search & Rescue 

Diggers & Jumpers: Keeping them Safe at Home 

     When speaking with a frantic family member 
whose dog has gone missing, I cannot count the 
number of times I hear, “He’s an escape artist.  
He digs out of anything,” or “She’s a jumper.  I 
think she’s part Kangaroo.”    Yes, it is a chal-
lenge to keep an escape artist safe at home, but 
there are ways. 
    The techniques I will discuss are perfect for 
keeping a dog in the yard, and they also double 
as a way to keep many predators at bay.  So 
even if your dog isn’t a jumper or digger, you’ll 
want to read on.  

KEEPING JUMPERS IN, COYOTES OUT 

    A 6-foot fence will keep most dogs in, but as 
many of you know, there are dogs who are mas-
ters at scaling a fence.  And so are coyotes.  You 
might think your dog or the coyote can clear a 6-
foot fence without ever touching it, but research 
shows that is not the case.  The "jump" consists 
of two phases. First, the coyote (or crazy-
jumping-dog) jumps to grab hold of the top of the 
fence with its front paws. The coyote then adds 
to its vertical momentum by pulling on the top of 
the fence. This allows him to gain additional 
height. At the same time, he brings his back 
paws up to the top of the fence, so that momen-
tary, all four of his paws are in contact with the 
top of the fence. All of this takes less than half a 
second! Next, the coyote then uses his back legs 
to spring off the fence, while he extends his front 
paws in preparation for landing.   So voila!  Your 
dog is out, or the coyote is in. 
    I am fortunate that my dogs are not jumpers, 
but I know they are in peril whenever they are in 
their dog yard, which is surrounded by a 6-foot 
fence, so I installed specially designed rollers 
along the top of the chain link.   The rollers, 
which come in 4-foot lengths, spin when any 
weight is applied.  It simply returns the coyote, or 

Illustration by RollGuard Inc. 

Rollers I easily installed 

to protect my dogs. 

Continued on page 4 



cloth, foiling her plans to visit the neighborhood. 
    Of course, when dealing with an escape artist, 
you also need to look at the motivation behind 
the digging and jumping.  Many times these be-
haviors can be addressed through positive rein-
forcement training, as many times dogs offer 
these behaviors in response to boredom or 
stress.  
 

     
-Robert Hewitt 

ARF Search and Rescue Director.   
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     Who are Baxter’s Buddies?  They are his fellow ARF 
adoptees and their stories.  Each month, Baxter will share the 
story of an ARF rescue, adopted into a loving, forever family.  
      This month I have decided to interview my family about 
my sister Bonnie Blue.  Bonnie was rescued by ARF a little 
more than four years ago.  She was adopted, but was re-
turned to ARF two years later because the adopter felt she 
couldn’t spend enough time with her.  The day she was re-
turned to ARF was the day my 
mom, Janice, fell in love with her.  
She has been a part of our family 
for a little more than two years. 
     I want the world to know about 
Bonnie and what a special girl she 
is, especially since she was re-
cently diagnosed with leukemia.  
So, I asked my mom and dad all 
about Bonnie Blue... 
Q.  Did you keep the name ARF 
had assigned to your pet, or did 
you change it? 
A.  From what we understand, ARF volunteers named her 
Bonnie Blue, but her name was changed by the person who 
first adopted her.  We liked the name Bonnie Blue very much 
(we love Gone With the Wind), so we went back to her origi-
nal name.   
Q.  Do you have any cute/unique stories about your 
adoptee? 

A.  Bonnie is obsessed with toys.  If we were to cater to her 
whims, we’d be throwing a ball or a toy for her all day 
long...non-stop...until our arms fell off!   We now throw the 
toy/ball down the stairs to give us a tick longer in between 
throws.  When we won’t throw the toy, Bonnie tosses it into 
the air and then chases it.  But since becoming ill, her toy 
drive has very much diminished. 
Q.  How has Bonnie Blue fit into your family?  Were there 

any challenges? 
We thought we were going to lose 
Bonnie before we even got to know 
her.  Within hours of bringing her 
home, Bonnie was very lethargic, 
and she wouldn’t eat, but would 
drink LOTS of water.  The next day 
she had difficulty walking; her legs 
would collapse.  The vet kept her for 
tests and told us her kidneys were 
failing.  That evening we received a 
call from a vet tech who told us Bon-
nie had totally collapsed and ap-

peared to be dying; the vet could not be reached.  We drove 
to Hemet, got Bonnie and took her to the emergency vet hos-
pital in Murietta.  Within minutes she was diagnosed with 
Addison’s Disease; she was in Addisonian crisis and just 
hours from death.  The outstanding veterinarians and staff 
brought her back to life, and she was back home with us six 
days later.  

Continued on page 7 



rounded, socialized, and confident.  We want 
them to become lifelong learners!  Let’s do the 
same for our very intelligent pets.  Ask and you 
shall receive.  Dogs (and cats and guinea pigs, 
etc.) want to be challenged beyond the basics of 
sit and stay.  And when you take on this chal-
lenge, you will discover a new, very satisfying re-
lationship with your pet.   
 

-Janice Murasko  
KPA-CTP   APDT 

    I love dogs, and I love training them.  But what 
I love even more is working with dogs and their 
family members.  I think what many dog guardi-
ans don’t anticipate about training is that they 
and their dogs come away with much more than 
just behaviors on cue.   
    One of the best and most important byprod-
ucts of positive reinforcement training is the 
strong bond between the dog and his human.  
When a dog’s guardian has honored and re-
spected his dog’s intelligence with positive, use-
ful training, his dog will want to, and will do any-
thing to please.    
    A couple of years ago, I began working with a 
couple and their new puppy.  Because of her 
work schedule, the woman couldn’t participate in 
training to the same extent as her husband, and 
the result was not unexpected.  The dog formed 
such a strong relationship with the man, that his 
wife almost felt “left-out.”   Anyone could see 
how that dog felt about his “dad.”  When a 
stressful situation presented itself, the dog im-
mediately looked to Dad for guidance.  There 
wasn’t anything the man could ask of that dog 
that wouldn’t happen.  Not long ago, the woman 
rescued a puppy and began training in earnest.  
She now has a similar relationship with the pup-
py. 
    Recently I began working with a family and 
their small dog who, in their words, was always 
frightened, was hesitant to come to them when 
called, cowered when they reached for her, and 
barked insanely whenever anyone came to visit.  
After just two weeks of training some very basic 
foundation behaviors, their report was exciting.   
They told me that she no longer cowers and 
seems to have confidence.  She is no longer 
barking insanely at visitors; instead, she gives a 
few alert barks, then looks to them for direction.   
Simply put, I have helped this family give their 
dog new, healthy coping skills! 
    We send our children to school for a host of 
reasons.  We want them to learn much more 
than just the basics.  We want them to be well-
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Trainer Talk 

Training: Everyone Wins! 

Going High-Tech for Your Pets 

    Odds are, you have your smart phone or a tablet with 
you most of the time, so why not download some mobile 
apps that can improve your pet’s quality of daily life? 

iCam 
    Keep an eye on Fluffy or Fido in real-time with SKJM 
LLC’s iCam app, which allows you to watch your pet re-
motely, to see how he is and what he is doing while you’re 
away. 

Tagg 
    This app from SnapTracs, Inc., provides continual moni-
toring of your pet’s movements via GPS tracking.   You 
simply put a programmable GPS attachment on her collar, 
and it will alert you if she wanders outside the safety param-
eters you have pre-set. 

PetTech PetSaver 
    This app provides a wealth of useful information for your 
pet’s safety, including how to administer meds, what to 
keep in a pet first aid kit, and a dozen emergency proce-
dures such as CPR and bleeding protocols. 

Pet Poison Help 
    Pet Poison Hotline’s Pet Poison Help app adivses dog 
owners about symptoms for 250 toxins, their seriousness, 
whether or not to induce vomiting, and access to a 24/7 
hotline. 

Finding Rover 
    This app registers a photo of your dog’s face and all per-
tinent information so it can be easily disseminated  in the 
case he goes missing.   
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               Help them find a home 

Adoptees of the Month 

   Miss Sadie is about 3 years old, and is still  
ready for the old cat-n-mouse game. She loves to gracefully 
move along, step by step, as you walk. She is not vocal, and 
is fine with other cats, kittens, and small dogs. She has very 
good  
eating habits and knows her manners with the litter box. 
She’s ready to move on to a forever home with her very own 
bed and dancing partner. Could that be you?  

    Introducing the chiweenie sisters Lily and Lulu.  They were 
born in February 2014 and are both very smart girls, as they 
are crate trained, sit for their treats, and will look for direction 
to please you. The are good with cats and other dogs.    
These little girls are absolute love bugs.  
    Applications are being accepted now.  They may be adopt-
ed separately or together. Hurry in to ARF because these 
girls won’t last long. They will be available to go to their forev-

    To keep her healthy, we give Bonnie an injection of a 
lifesaving drug each month and monitor her stress levels.  
But sadly, she now has cancer.  We are heartbroken.  De-
spite the health issues, Bonnie is a very happy girl and fits 
right in with the family.  All three dogs are best buddies. 
Q. How did you come to know about ARF? 
A.  Before we moved to Pine Cove fulltime, we were up 
here in our vacation home nearly every weekend and most 
of the summer.  While up here one weekend in 2005, we 
stopped by ARF, fell in love with a little black dog named 
Lucy.  Lucy was the first of three dogs we’ve adopted from 
ARF. 
Q.  Do you have any words of encouragement or rec-
ommendation for someone considering pet adoption? 
A.  Bring a pet into your home, and s/he will fill a void in 
your life you didn’t realize you had.   When you adopt a pet, 
you most likely will never know her whole story...where she 
came from, how she was treated, her experiences, etc., so 
you don’t really know what you’re getting.  Accept that and 
move forward.  We know very little about Bonnie’s history; 

Baxter’s Buddies continued 

Miss 
Sadie 

Lily & 
Lulu 

she was approximately 8 or 9 years old when we got her.  
With Bonnie came medical issues and a few behavioral 
ones as well.  Veterinarians helped us deal with her health, 
and diet and positive reinforcement training helped Bonnie 
overcome her less-desirable behaviors.  She is now an 
emotionally and behaviorally well-adjusted girl.  It is just so 
tragic that her health issues will trump all.  Would we do it 
again?  ABSOLUTELY!   She has taught us so much, and 
we will cherish whatever time remains with her.  The joy, 
laughter, and now tears, she has brought us will be with us 
forever. 
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ABOVE: Hard working judges make 

some tough decisions in the  

Strut Your Mutt contest. 

Photos by Peter Szabadi 

July 

4 

Fun 
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A fun time was had by all watching the pie 

eating and Crazy Dog-Tricks contests, and 

sinking community members in the dunk tank. 
Photos by Peter Szabadi 
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    Ever wondered if your pet can give you a dis-
ease, or you one to your pet?  Simple answer: 
YES.  Is this preventable? Again, YES.   
    What are known cross-species communica-
ble diseases?  First is one you’ve most likely 
heard of-roundworms.  Roundworms are micro-
scopic round-shaped parasites found in a dog’s 
intestine.  Roundworms are spread to dogs via 
the ingestion of earthworms, birds, roaches, or 
by directly ingesting the feces of an infected 
dog.  Humans usually contract roundworm after 
an afternoon of gardening or playtime in a sand-
box that isn’t followed by vigorous hand scrub-
bing. 
   Another worm that can be found in both dogs 
and humans is the tapeworm.  Tapeworms ap-
pear as small grains of rice in the dog’s feces.  
Dogs are infected with tapeworm from ingesting 
an infected flea.   A human doesn’t get tape-
worm directly from a dog, but rather by swallow-
ing an infected flea.  This often happens to chil-
dren, so it is very important that homes with 
dogs are serious about flea management. 
    And yet, another worm...ringworm.  Cats are 
typically the pet prone to ringworm, but both you 
and your dog can fall victim by touching a con-
taminated object, such as a brush, bedding, or 
carpeting, or by touching the infected animal or 
human. 
    Your dog can spread Lyme disease to you 
when he carries an infected tick into your home.  
If your dog has been treated with anti-tick medi-
cation, the tick will find your dog to be an unsuit-
able host and abandon him...possibly moving 
onto you or a family member. 
    Of course, the best way to prevent cross-
contamination is to keep your pet and your pet’s 
environment healthy.  We are good about wash-
ing our hands and keeping our kitchens and 
bathrooms clean, but keeping our pet’s bedding 
and food and water bowls clean can provide the 
same health benefit for both our pets and US.  

ARF alumna Freda represented all ARF four-
leggeds in the July 4 parade. 

Sheila Zacker, above left, is ready for the dunk tank, 
and Margie Dean, below, shows off her 1st place chili 
cook-off trophy. 

You, Your Pets, and 

Cross-Species Diseases 
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