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    On the very steps that Mayor Max took his oath of office now stands a shrine 
of flowers, stuffed animals, and of course, his tie. Representing his hard work, 
but always dressed impeccably for the job, his tie hangs loosely from his stone 
paw print, always reminding us that he put one paw in front of the other until 
the very end and always wore a tie.  
    The Rainbow Bridge Garden is dedicated to Charlotte Cowan, who was a vol-
unteer for ARF, Living Free, and all animals that crossed her path. In memory of 
Mayor Max, the first tree has been planted in the garden (see photos page 8). 
A dogwood, of course. Special thanks to Marty and to the very special group 
from Lily Rock Native Garden in preparing the earth, planting, and feeding our 
tree.  
    The garden is open to the community of Idyllwild to share. We encourage 
you to place a personalized rock, wind chime, or a native plant in the garden in 
memory of your lost, but always loved and remembered, four-legged. Sugges-
tions of natives by the Lily Rock Native Gardens, which is opening a nursery on 
North Circle, May 11th, are Western Red Bud and Tenstemon, Western Dog-
wood, Show Penstemon, Columbine, Corral Bells, Blue Eyed Grass, Golden Eyed 
Grass, Mountain Lilac, among others.  
    Plans are being made to build a pergola to house the chimes. A mural will be 
painted on the shed representing the Rainbow Bridge. Native plants will color 
the grounds. And we welcome you to visit often. Maybe when the wind whis-
pers through the chimes, you will smile when you hear a “bark” or “meow”.  

   -Maria Lehman     

A non-profit organization 

P.O. Box 719, Idyllwild, CA  92549   (951) 659-1122    

ARF House:  26890 Hwy 243, Idyllwild 

arfidyllwild.weebly.com 
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   Because ARF is a rescue, not a shelter, we 
are limited in the number of dogs we may 
take in.   If we don’t have a foster for a dog 
in need, generally speaking we cannot take 
possession.   When this happens, we ask the 
dog’s current owner to call no-kill shelters 
for help (we provide contact info) OR we of-
fer the services of an assisted adoption. 
    With an assisted adoption, the dog or cat 
remains in its current home, and ARF gets 
the word out that the pet needs a new 
home.  We do this via Facebook, our web 
site, information flyers at the ARF House, 
and by word of mouth.  It is often very suc-

cessful. 
   Very recently, a 
family called ARF say-
ing they could no 
longer keep their 
beautiful Malamute.  
With no willing fos-
ters, we offered as-
sisted adoption ser-
vices.  Within just a 
couple of days, this 
dog found its perfect, 
forever family. 
    ARF volunteers do 
all they can to help 
individuals who need 
to rehome their pets.  
Unfortunately that 
doesn’t always in-
clude taking in the 
pet, but assisted 
adoption is a very via-
ble route, one with 
which we have had 
much success.   

Assisted Adoptions: They Do Work! 

BEFORE: This is the 
photo forwarded to 
ARF for use in the 
assisted adoption 
process. 

AFTER: With his new, forever family.  
Now this is one happy dog! 



     In this interim period, there are many things 
you can do to help us. I really need your help, so 
here are just a few highlights. 
     Mayor Max understood that the world can be 
a better place by conveying joy and love to peo-
ple at all times. One of the ways he did that was 
to spend a great deal of time helping others. We 
would love your help being a Deputy Mayor of 
Idyllwild to help with this charter. If you would 
like to be a Deputy Mayor, just call my office at 
951.659.0283 or email me at 
max@mayormax.com, and we will deputize you, 
send you the Deputy Mayor certificate and a 
Mini Me. Your charter is then to think of good 
deeds you can do for people every day and do 
them and to be loving and kind to everyone you 
meet—even when you’re tempted to want to bop 
them on the head! One of Max’s tricks for stay-
ing level-headed was to spend a few minutes or 
hours in trying to figure out a positive way to 
handle a negative situation. Remember this: 
Positive energy leads towards life, negative en-
ergy leads in the opposite direction. So always 
try to be positive and take the time necessary to 
do so. 
     Phyllis was approached by a man who is go-
ing to put down his perfectly healthy, happy, and 
well-behaved 6 year old Ridgeback dog because 
he doesn’t want to take the dog with him when 
he moves. I told him to take the dog to ARF and 
that we are a no-kill shelter, and we will take 
care of the dog and find the dog a new home. I 
then called ARF to tell them about the dog’s arri-
val, and they let me know they wouldn’t be able 
to take in the dog at this time because we don’t 
have any fosters available. All of our fosters are 
completely full. I was saddened by this tremen-
dously, and I wanted to bite the man that would 
put his dog down for no good reason. But it’s re-
minding me to ask you again, please find it in 
your heart to foster a dog. It’s not forever. Some-
times, it’s a few days or a few weeks. Only rarely 

Mini Me Muses 
Hello Everyone! 
     I thought I would provide you with a quick up-
date on how the Office of Mayor Max of Idyllwild 
is coming along now that I have stepped up to 
take over as the Interim Mayor of Idyllwild until 
our new Mayor Max II is on board and on duty! 
The timing for the new Mayor is any date be-
tween August 27 and September 7, 2013. We 
are excited about the arrival of Mayor Max II. 
      We have been keeping up our morale by 
working on Mayor Max’s dream to convey un-
conditional love and do as many good deeds for 
others as possible. I am delighted to report that 
we have deputized many Deputy Mayors to help 
with this charter as well, and we have deputized 
both children and adults in equal numbers. We 
even have a backlog now of Deputy Mayor cer-
tificates and Mini Me’s to deliver and will be 
catching up our backlog very soon. The new 
Mini Me’s have just arrived at our office. 
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Continued on page 5 
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Sadie Says 

Rattlesnake Season is Here; Be Ready! 
    Rattlesnakes are a fact of life on our mountain.  A little knowledge and caution can go a 
long way towards avoiding a confrontation between your dog and a snake, and maybe even 
saving a life.  

 

    Consider rattlesnake aversion training.  Natural Solutions is an organization that provides 
a humane approach.  You can find a lot of information on their wesite at 
www.RattlesnakeAversion.com. 

 

    A series of two vaccines given once a year will lessen the severity of a snake bite and buy 
you enough time to get to a vet.  Sadie’s Clinic has the vaccine for $25 per shot. 
 
IMPORTANT TIPS: 
     ALWAYS walk your dog on a leash no longer than 6 feet, and ALWAYS stay on the 

trail. 
     Clear your yard of wood and rock piles where snakes like to hide out. 
     If you see or hear a rattlesnake, stop then back away slowly and calmly. 
     If your dog is bitten, carry or walk him slowly to the car and get to a vet NOW.  Avoid 

any unnecessary movement for the animal. 
 

KNOW THE LOCATION OF THE NEAREST VET THAT CARRIES ANTIVENOM.   
Pets Vet is located off the southwest corner of Meridian and Florida in Hemet, 951-929-6688. 

   

Small Animal Care Center is at 438 South State in San Jacinto, 951-654-7396.  They have ex-
tended hours, from 6am to 8pm during the week and Saturdays 7:30am to 6pm.   

 

In Anza, Dr. Frazier is at 39100 Contreras Road, 951-763-2345.   
 

Outside of regular business hours, there are emergency clinics in Murietta and Temecula.   
 

Please save this information!   

Protect Your Dog’s Paws! 
    Concrete, pavement, and blacktop get very 
hot in the summer months!  Your dog’s paws 
can be severely burned when walking or 
standing on these surfaces.  Take caution to 
1) keep them off of hot surfaces or 2) put 
them in dog booties, which are available at 

ARF.   



Trainer Talk 

Itching to Stop Your Cat’s Scratching? 

 Fluffy loves to scratch your rugs?  Put deter-
rents on the rug (such as cheap placemat 
covered with double-sided tape).  Place a hor-
izontal scratcher next to the rug.   

    Once the stage is set, it is time to use positive 
reinforcement!  Reinforce your cat’s choosing the 
scratching post over the furniture, rug, etcetera, 
by immediately offering a treat when you observe 
the desired behavior.  Be consistent, and you’ll 
soon be able to gradually begin moving the posts 
to more convenient locations and removing the 
deterrents.    
    By using positive reinforcement over punish-
ment, you are addressing the cat’s natural in-
stinct to scratch and providing long-term solu-
tions.  Punishing the cat can hurt it both physical-
ly and psychologically, not to mention that it can 
damage the bond between Fluffy and her owner. 

    Janice Murasko 
KPA-CTP   APDT 

    Whether its scratching your new leather sofa 
or your leg, know that your cat’s scratching is a 
normal behavior.  Cats scratch for a variety of 
reasons including nail maintenance, to mark ter-
ritory, to relieve stress, and to be playful.  The 
trick in living with your cat and its scratching is 
showing it on what and where such behavior is 
acceptable. 
    A responsible cat owner will provide plenty of 
acceptable places for the cat to do its scratching.  
Cats like choices, so the cat owner should pro-
vide lots of options in scratchers.  Fluffy needs to 
be able to scratch both vertical and horizontal 
surfaces.   Textures are important, as well.   
Most cats like the feel of sisal rope and corrugat-
ed cardboard.   
    It is true that scratching posts can be costly, 
but you can build your own very reasonably.  
The post should be as tall as your cat is when 
stretched out, plus and additional 4 to 6 inches.  
The base must be substantial enough to prevent 
the post from being tipped by enthusiastic cats.   
Wrap the post in sisal rope, but make sure the 
rope is not oiled or treated with chemicals. 
    Combination toys and scratchers serve more 
than one purpose.  Look for such a toy/scratcher 
that offers, for example, a scratching surface in 
the middle surrounded by a track that holds a 
moveable ping-pong ball. 
   Once you have plenty of scratching places for 
Fluffy, you need to teach her that the posts are 
better for scratching than, say, your vintage 
Chippendale sofa.   The easiest approach to 
this, of course, is to make forbidden furniture/
areas unavailable.   If this is not possible, con-
sider this method: 
 Cover favored scratching areas with materi-

als or fabrics that aren’t fun or pleasant to 
scratch such as foil or heavy plastic.  Once 
you’ve covered the areas, place one of the 
tall  scratching posts directly in front of the 
now-covered area.   Expect to live with this 
set up long enough for Fluffy to learn that the 
post is a preferred scratching object. 
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does it extend into many months, though it could 
happen that way. Either way, please put yourself 
in a dog’s paws. What if you were that Ridge-
back? Wouldn’t you want someone to take you in 
until a home could be found? I’m sure you would. 
    Please mark your calendar for our upcoming 
Pet Expo on July 13, an all-day event with many 
fun pet things to do. The event is being held at 
the Idyllwild Community Center (by the new play-
ground). This is a fun fund-raising event, and we 
would like your help in letting people know about 
this event so that it is well attended. You can 
help us save animals by promoting the Pet Expo 
via word-of-mouth and attending the event with 
your friends. It will be a lot of fun, and I will be 
there. I very much look forward to seeing you at 
the event! 
 Mini Me, Interim Mayor of Idyllwild and all of the 
Staff of the Office of Mayor Max 

Mini Me’s Musings cont 
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A very special thanks to  

Elizabeth Luster and the  

Onshore Foundation for their 

$500 grant. 

ARF Adoptees Enjoying the Good Life 

Bonnie Blue 

Samantha 

Chloe 

Domino 
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Baxter’s Buddies 
     Who are Baxter’s Buddies?  They are his fellow ARF 
adoptees and their stories.  Each month, Baxter will share the 
story of an ARF rescue, adopted into a loving, forever family.  
    Happy Spring!  We pets love this time of year...not too hot, 
not too cold, and LOTS of new smells and sights to keep us 
busy.  In between my sniffing and squirrel watching, I inter-
viewed Beth Swanson who, along with her family, adopted one 
of Sandy’s puppies.   Here is her story. 
 
Q.  How did you come to make this 
ARF adoption?  
A.  We kept seeing a Chihuahua in the 
ARF column of the Town Crier, and she 
looked like such a sweetie.  We called 
to see if she was still available. When 
we called, we found out she'd been 
adopted the day before, but were told 
there were two other puppies available. 
We went to ARF to see them. We fell in 
love with Noah instantly and thought 
he'd be the perfect companion for our 
chiweenie, Roxxie. It was meant to be. 
  
Q. How did you come to know 

about ARF?  
A.  We lived nearby one of ARF’s first 
locations and would see the column in 
the Town Crier. 
  
Q. Do you have any cute/unique stories about your 

adoptee?  
A.  When we first got Noah (who we renamed Jack), our chi-
weenie Roxxie stayed her distance. By the second or third day 
they were having a blast playing together, and Roxxie was 
being very motherly toward him. They constantly play tug of 
war with a little pink dolphin toy. Jack has long legs and is an 
incredible jumper, so one of our nicknames for him is Jacka-
lope, another is Kangaroo Jack. 
  
Q. Is this your first pet adoption (from anywhere)? 
A.  No, we've adopted several pets over the years from ARF 
and other shelters. Adopted pets are the best because some-
how they know you've saved them and are forever grateful. 

 How has your ARF pet fit into your family's day-to-
day lifestyle?  
A.  We no longer need a TV because Jack and Roxxie 
are such great entertainment! 
  
Q. Did you keep the name ARF had assigned to your 

pet, or did you change it ?  
A.  Our boys wanted to name him Jack after 
our sweet dog Blackjack who passed away 
last year. 
  
Q. Do you have any words of encourage-
ment or recommendation for someone 
considering pet adoption?  
A.  I would strongly encourage it. They will 
become your forever friend for the reason I 
mentioned above. They know you've saved 
them, and they'll save you right back by be-
coming the best companion you could ever 
dream of. 
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Charlotte’s Garden Welcomes Memories of Max 

By Lois Sheppard 
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               Help them find a home 

Adoptees of the Month 

O 
R 
E 
O 

  Oreo is our special dog of the month. Just like April, he is 
blooming with new tricks. Only a couple years old, this 
bright Chihuahua mix attends Mt. Pawley Tech training 
school and has a report card that he is so proud of. Basic 
commands are a piece of cake such as sit, down, and “go 
to bed”. He also is learning targeting and does well on re-
call. He is improving on leash walks.    
   Oreo loves to dress up and also shares the sun with his 
first love, Sandy. Mealtime is such a treat. Oreo will spin 
three times for you when he knows the food bowl is com-
ing. He is good with other canines, and just a little bit curi-
ous of the felines.  
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               Help them find a home 

Adoptees of the Month 

TORTOISE HEIDI 
MAMMA PEPPER, WATER LOVER  SUNKIST, THE PURRER 

TWIGGY,THE DIVA CLARENCE, THE COMEDIAN 

MRS. MAGU, THE PERCH  LOVER MEOW MEOW, THE SILENT ONE 

DAPPER MR. GRAY 

LOCHI, THE MYSTERIOUS 
SISTERS SADIE &  CARLY 

PRINCESS JEZABELLE HEAVENLY WHISKERS 

HANDSOME JOHNNY 

FURBALL BILL 

Lots of Love Waiting for You! 

   Get double the love during the month of May. Two 

cats for the price of one! We have several teenagers 

that still love to play, and many adults who just like 

to watch the world go by. Cat carrier and litter box 

included. Their motors are running, and they are 

ready to go. 
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One year ago on April 26, the Anza Gang Rescue began. ARF volunteers 

and several private individuals opened their hearts and their homes to 

save the lives of several dogs and one cat. 

Every one of those rescues was successfully placed in a forever loving 

home. And each human cannot imagine life without them. Paws up to each 

of you for making a small change in your daily life to allow these special 

four-leggeds a chance to smile. 

Are you wondering how you too can get in on this adventure? ARF is look-

ing for foster moms or dads to help in our goal to rescue and rehome the 

many animals that come through our door. 

Anza Gang Anniversary; Reflecting on an ARF Success Story 



Please help! After two long years of  being on a waiting list for a 
dog, we have been notified by breed rescue that, at long last, our 

number has come up and ... WE ARE HAVING A PUPPY! 
 

We must get rid of our children IMMEDIATELY because we just know how time consum-
ing our new little puppy is going to be, and it just wouldn't be fair to the children. Since 
our little puppy will be  arriving on Monday we MUST place the children, up for adoption 
this weekend! 

They are described as: 

One male — his name is Tommy, Caucasian (English/Irish mix), 
light blonde hair, blue eyes. Four-years old. Excellent disposi-
tion. He doesn't bite. Temperament tested. Does have problems 
with peeing directly in the toilet. Has had chicken Pox and is cur-
rent on all shots. Tonsils have already been removed. Tommy 
eats everything, is very clean, house trained and gets along well 
with others. Does not run with scissors and with a little training 
he should be able to read soon. 

 

 

One female — her name is Lexie, Caucasian (English/Irish mix), 
strawberry blonde hair, green eyes quite freckled. Two-years old. 
Can be surly at times. Non-biter, thumb sucker. Has been tempera-
ment tested but needs a little attitude adjusting occasionally. She 
is current on all shots, tonsils out, and is very healthy and can be 
affectionate. Gets along well with other little girls and little boys 
but does not like to share her toys and therefore would do best in a 
one child household. She is a very quick learner and is currently 
working on her house training. Shouldn't take long at all. 

 

We really do LOVE our children so much and want to do what's right for them. That is why 
we contacted a rescue group. But we simply can no longer keep them. Also, we are 
afraid that they may hurt our new puppy. 

I hope you understand that ours is a UNIQUE situation, and we have a real emergency 
here! They MUST be placed into your rescue by Sunday night at the latest or we will be 
forced to drop them off at the orphanage or along some dark, country road. Our priority 
now has to be our new puppy. 

 

 

*This, of course, is a dramatization. It mirrors what many people do with their pets. Make 
your pet(s) a permanent member of your family... or don't get one at all! 

  


